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Piper Kerman to speak at Xavier
BY ANDREW KOCH
Editor-in-Chief
Writer and prison justice advocate Piper Kerman, whose New
York Times-bestselling memoir
“Orange is the New Black: My
Year in a Women’s Prison” serves
as a loose basis for the Netflix
original series “Orange is the
New Black,” will speak at Xavier
on Feb. 3.
Kerman will speak about the
American judicial and correctional systems and will also be
available to answer questions and
sign copies of her book.
Beginning in 2004, Kerman
spent 13 months in FCI Danbury,
Photo courtesy of Sam Zalutsky
a minimum-security prison in Memoirist Piper Kerman (above) will
Danbury, Conn., after being in- speak on Feb. 3 in Cintas Center.
dicted for money laundering and experience.”
drug trafficking.
Bainbridge said that the event
Kerman’s memoir, published will bring Xavier students greater
in 2010, describes her time in awareness about issues related to
prison and explores the inner prison justice and the ethics of
workings of America’s correc- the American justice and correctional facilities.
tional facilities, social justice is“(Kerman) provides a unique sues with which he said not many
perspective of the judicial sys- students are currently familiar.
tem…and how society can work
“Kerman speaks (about) the
to improve the prison system treatment of inmates and the refor incarcerated individuals,” habilitation they are receiving,”
Student Activities Council (SAC) Bainbridge said. “It is interesting
Press Secretary Jack Bainbridge to think about if society is genusaid in an email. “We hope the inely putting (its) best efforts tolecture offers students an intrigu- wards helping rehabilitate these
ing out of the classroom learning individuals as opposed to sim-

ply detaining them for a certain
amount of time.”
During Kerman’s visit, SAC
and the Department of Criminal
Justice will sponsor additional
activities related to Kerman’s lecture. Bainbridge said that faculty
for the department will also help
facilitate questions for Kerman.
More than 600 student tickets are available, free of charge.
SAC will distribute tickets on
three occasions in January: on
Jan. 15 at the All for One Shop in
University Station and on Jan. 19
and Jan. 21 in Gallagher Student
Center. Students will be able to
acquire one ticket per ALL Card.
The first distribution date, Jan.
15, will be “Orange Day” at the
All for One Shop when students
will be able to purchase Kerman’s
memoir at a discounted rate.
“Orange is the New Black,”
a loose adaptation of Kerman’s
memoir, first appeared on Netflix
in 2013 and follows inmate Piper
Chapman (Taylor Schilling) as
she serves a 15-month sentence
in a women’s correctional facility.
The series has been popular amongst viewers and critics
alike, receiving more views in its
first week on Netflix than either
“House of Cards” or “Arrested
Development” and winning
three Primetime Emmy Awards.

Photo courtesy of Spiegel & Grau

Kerman’s memoir (series tie-in edition pictured above) inspired the
critically-acclaimed Netflix original series “Orange is the New Black.”

Soccer plays in Big East final, will host NCAA game
BY ANDREW UTZ
Staff Writer
Despite a loss in the final
round of the Big East tournament, Xavier will host the program’s first home game in an
NCAA tournament against the
Monmouth University Hawks on
Nov. 20.
The No. 11 Muskies (13-5-2)
received an at-large bid for the
NCAA tournament after falling
to the Providence Friars in the
Big East title match.
In a press conference, head
coach Andy Fleming said that
Xavier’s hosting is a big step forward for the program.
“We’ve been fortunate to have
achieved a lot of milestones in
the short time I’ve been here,”
Fleming said in an interview.
“There was a point where we
were saying, ‘What’s next?’ and
‘What more can we do?’ And I
always had a vision.”
“The day I interviewed for this
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job, I was out on the
In the second
field and pictured a
half, Xavier held its
home NCAA tournaline for an additionment game with the
al 35 minutes until
hill full on a cold fall
the Friars found
night,” Fleming said.
their opening on
“I talked about that
a corner kick. The
with the guys earliMusketeers fought
er in the season and
back but could not
challenged them to
capitalize to recover
have visions of their
from the deficit.
own.”
The 2-1 final
En route to the
score marked the
championship game,
first regulation loss
the Musketeers won
for the Musketeers
a semifinal match
Photo courtesy of Hayley Schletker since Aug. 31.
against Georgetown Members of the Physical Plant work to remove snow from the
The Monmouth
with a crucial strike Xavier Soccer Complex. Xavier received an at-large bid to the Hawks are memfrom
sophomore NCAA tournament and will host Monmouth University on Nov. 20. bers of the Metro
Jalen Brown in the 64th minute.
ed past junior goalkeeper Vince Atlantic Athletic Conference
In the Big East finals against Shaw into the upper left side of and won their conference tourProvidence, junior Alex Risdale the net.
nament, finishing with an overall
posted the first goal of the match
The Musketeers kept up the record of 11-3-6.
in the 23rd minute. A deflection pressure through the rest of the
The team boasts a seven-game
had left the ball at Risdale’s feet.
half, with three additional chanc- winning streak and has given up
Providence struck back three es that were never converted into only nine goals this season.
minutes later. The shot blast- the leading goal.
Should the Muskies beat

Also in this issue
News

Xavier recently hosted spoken-word poet Asia (right) and
his guitarist brother-in-law Jollan
Aurelio (right).
page 2

Monmouth in the first round,
they would face the Indiana
Hoosers, which received a firstround bye, on Nov. 23.
That meeting would be the
second between the Muskies and
the Hoosiers, with the first being
in the 2012 NCAA tournament.
In that game, the Musketeers
lost 4-1 to Indiana, the eventual
champion.
Other Big East teams
Georgetown, Creighton and conference champion Providence
will also compete in the NCAA
tournament. All three teams received first-round byes and will
compete on Nov. 23.
Xavier kicks off against
Monmouth at 7 p.m. on Nov. 20
at the Xavier Soccer Complex.
As they did in regular season
games, full-time undergraduate
students can attend the matchup for free by swiping their ALL
Cards at the front gate.
Edited by Andrew Koch

A&E

Photo courtesy of bk.psu.edu

Xavier senior Katie Geckle (right)
has taken over as director of the
theater program at McAuley High
School in College Hill.
page 11

Photo courtesy of facebook.com
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Asia Project poet inspires students

BY MAX BRUNS

Staff Writer
The Student Activities Council
(SAC) recently hosted spokenword poet Asia and his guitarist
and brother-in-law, Jollan Aurelio
to perform his creative works.
About 35 people came out to
support the poet, whose poems
are accented by the musical accompaniment of his brother-inlaw. Jollan started touring with
Asia several years into his poetic
career because, as Asia said, “He
creates a musicality which elevates the emotional level of the
poems.”
Asia became a spoken word
artist and poet in 2006 after being
diagnosed with testicular cancer.
He spent part of the show telling a
poem about his battle with cancer.
“Cancer is one of those
things… people ask you, as a person diagnosed with cancer, ‘are
you afraid of death?’ You say, ‘I’m
afraid that I haven’t been living,’”
Asia said to the crowd.
He was working a 9-to-5 job
as a credit card salesman, training
college students to solicit credit
cards to the public.
“I hated the job. I got it as a
temporary employment opportunity in college and they just kept
Photo courtesy of Xavier.edu
promoting me and giving me Spoken word poet Asia (left) and his guitarist and brother-in-law Jollan Aurelio (right) perfomed for Xavier students.
- Paid Advertisement -

more money. I was caught up in
the stability of the paycheck and
benefits until I was diagnosed
with cancer,” Asia said.
After he was diagnosed, Asia
made a promise to himself to quit
his job and become a full time
poet if he survived the treatment.
“I had to get out when I could,”
Asia said.
Asia’s poetry performance is
a continuous show with the recital of several of Asia’s own poems interjected by conversational
crowd work. His poems cover a
range of topics, from the death of
his sister to the ideas of aging and
self-image.
He recited one poem about the
after-effects of the cancer treatment on his self-image.
“I want everyone in the audience to know that they’re beautiful,” he said.
“I had to realize that I am broken, but still beautiful,” Asia said.
“I perform poetry because I think
it does something to people; it really makes them feel like they’re
not alone.” Many of Asia’s poems
reflect this theme.
To find out more about Asia’s
poetry, visit theasiaproject.com.
Asia can be seen performing poems in several media sites, such as
YouTube and ButtonPoetry.

Xavier Newswire
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Workshop challenges gender roles

BY JUSTIN WORTHING

Staff Writer
Xavier’s
Center
for
International Education (CIE)
and Multicultural, Gender and
Women’s Center (MGWC) hosted
a Global Gender Roles Workshop
on Nov. 18.
The event featured Professor
Jessica Donohue-Dioh from the
social work department as well
as two Xavier students who discussed differences in gender roles
among various countries and
cultures.
“The purpose of the workshop is to encourage students
to think about how gender roles
play out in different settings,” Taj
Smith, director of MGWC, said.
“We hope by listening to the stories of peers, U.S.-born students
will be critical of their gender
socialization when they study or
travel abroad.”
Students who attended had
the opportunity to sample East
African food purchased by the
CIE and MGWC. The workshop
concluded with students receiving
opportunities to sign up for numerous study abroad programs.
The CIE and MGWC created
the workshop as a way to celebrate

3

the U.S. Department of State and
U.S. Department of Education’s
International Education Week.
Other events during this week
include Saudi Arabian Dancing
and Dinner at 7 p.m. on Nov.
19 in Buenger Hall and Sushi
rolling and Chinese Calligraphy
Writing at 6 p.m. on Nov 20 in
the Gallagher Student Center
Clocktower Lounge.
Additional funding for the program came through the Women
of Excellence grant awarded to
the CIE.
“The Women of Excellence
had awarded the CIE with a
grant to sponsor the Global X
initiative,” Assistant Director of
International Student and Scholar
Services May Lee Moua-Vue said.
“This workshop is a part of the

CIE Global X Initiatives to increase study abroad initiatives
funded through the Women of
Excellence grant.”
Smith hopes this workshop will
provide more insight into the way
people think about how culture
affects the way we view gender.
“It is important for all Xavier
students to think critically about
gender identity, expression and
the roles that tend to be assigned
to the gender binary of men
and women,” Smith said. “It is
our hope that we can raise more
awareness of how culture shapes
our gender, as well as expand people’s expectations of what specific
genders are (supposed) to be.”
For more information on upcoming CIE events visit xavier.
edu/international.

November 19, 2014

Xavier participates in
International Education Week
The 15th annual International Education
Week is an initiative of the U.S. Department of
State and U.S. Department of Education to promote and celebrate the internationalization efforts on campuses across the United States.

Remaining International Education Week 2014 Events
International Coffee
Hour: Nicaragua

Sushi Rolling and
Chinese Calligraphy

Wednesday, Nov. 19
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Gallagher Student Center Faces of the World
Lounge

Thursday, Nov. 20
6 p.m.
Gallagher Student Center Clocktower Lounge

Saudi Arabian
Dancing and Dinner
eXtravaganza
Wednesday, Nov. 19
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Buenger Hall

Trip to Jungle Jim’s
International Market*
Thursday, Nov. 20
3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Photo courtesy of May Lee Moua-Vue

From left to right, Mai Pham, Chuma Nnawulezi, Lexi Chapman, Adonis
Hawari, and Jessica Donohue-Dioh at the Global Gender Roles Workshop.

International
Fashion Show and
Potluck Dinner
Friday, Nov. 21
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Smith Hall Atrium

House of Dance
Saturday, Nov. 22
8 p.m. to 12 a.m.
Cintas Center

* Tickets no longer available

Annual retreat brings Xavier printing goes green
XU students together
BY JESS LARKIN

BY REGINA WRIGHT

Staff Writer
Xavier’s Interfaith Community
Engagement held its annual
Interfaith Retreat. The retreat
started on the evening of Nov. 14
and lasted until Nov. 15.
The Interfaith Retreat was held
at the Jesuit Spiritual Center in
Milford, Ohio.
The purpose of
the retreat is for
students from different backgrounds
to come together
and learn from
each other about
their own religious
diversity.
“Overall, it is a
really great opportunity for students to
get away and to rejuvenate and refresh in
the midst of the craziness of November
during the fall semester,” Stephanie
Renny,
program
assistant for the
Center for Interfaith
C o m mu n i t y
Engagement said.
“It’s also an opportunity for students from different
backgrounds to come together and
have an experience together where
they can learn and grow personally
and spiritually.”
Students had the opportunity
to observe Shabbat and practice
other religious ceremonies.

A tradition during the retreat is
for students to come together and
make dinner.
“We really found a way for everyone to be part of that preparation,” Renny said. The Shabbat
dinner was held on Nov. 14.
Students learned how to make
Matzah ball soup and how to
drop them into broth. They also

The Interfaith Community
Engagement started the Interfaith
Retreat in 2009.
“This year, the Jesuit Spiritual
Center accommodated us very
well,” Renny said. “We had a nice
space with a nice kitchen and a
fireplace and they also helped us
to have a bonfire outside after
dinner and all the students got
to have their own
rooms.”
During the retreat Renny led
a guided meditation, and Executive
Director of the
Center for Interfaith
Community
Engagement Rabbi
Abie Ingber held an
outdoor reflection.
“To see nature
and the trees and
leaves falling made
me at peace, it
made me blessed to
be part of this opportunity and really
happy to be able to
come,” senior Binta
Diallo said.
There was also
Photo courtesy of xaviermissionaries.org
story-telling during which students shared who
enjoyed roasted chicken, Kasha they are, where they are from and
and vegetables.
their relationship with God.
Before dinner, the women lit
“I really encourage students to
candles and prayed and then re- take advantage of these opportuvealed the bread. Students learned nities, to step away from the chaos
that the bread is always covered and listen to God and to refresh
until it is broke.
and rejuvenate,” Renny said.

Copy Editor
As a step towards creating a
more sustainable campus, Xavier’s
IT Green Printing Team will be
running its campaign, “Cut Back,
Don’t Cut Down,” over the next
month before finals to encourage
students to print with less paper.
Since 2008, when President, Fr.
Michael Graham, S.J. signed the
American College and University
Presidents Climate Commitment,
Xavier has been working to become more “climate neutral.”
The
Print
Management
Program was initiated this year
through the technology department. It estimated that, last year
alone, students printed over 4 million pages, which means on average, each student printed about
400 pages per semester. It is estimated that about 525 trees were
cut down due to student printing,
and the goal for the team is to reduce the number of pages printed
by 5 to 10 percent by Earth Day
in 2015.
“With finals coming up, we really want to remind students to be
conscious of printing,” student
leader of the Print Management
Team Maggie Rodriguez said.
“Simple steps like digital editing,
narrow margins and small print
for drafts as well as printing the
specific page you need and not the
whole document can all reduce
the number of pages used.”
The team determined which
majors print the most paper so
that the professors in those departments can be encouraged
to require less printed materials.

The Occupational Therapy (OT)
department, in particular, prints
more paper than any other department. Each student in the OT
program prints about 1,000 pages
per semester, a stark contrast to
the average 400 pages.
The Printing Team is working
closely with OT professors, students and the department’s board
to cut down on the amount of
paper that the department uses
to print. The students in the department were also given a survey
asking about the printing requirements for the department and
what they thought about those
requirements.
“This campaign focuses on being less wasteful and more aware
of the consequences our actions
have on the environment,” Junior
Taylor Roberts, a member of the
Printing Team, said. “How many
times have we, as college students,
mindlessly printed out pages upon
pages of paper without thinking
about it? Well, the data shows that
we should start thinking about it.
This campaign isn’t about completely abolishing printing, but
about printing in a more mindful
manner.”
The Print Management Team
asks that students and faculty sign
its pledge to become more aware
of extreme printing habits, look
out for their events that will take
place in the spring and remember
to recycle excess paper.
“‘Cut Back, Don’t Cut Down’
is our motto this semester,”
Rodriguez said. “And it will take
the joint effort of both students
and faculty to make the change.”
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ISS to host annual fashion show

Connect
with us:

BY ERICA LAMPERT

Staff Writer
The International Student
Society (ISS) will hold its annual
fashion show and potluck dinner as the culminating event of
International Education Week.
On Nov. 21, ISS will host
the fashion show and dinner in
the Smith Atrium to celebrate
the diverse culture of Xavier’s
community.
International Education Week
began on Nov. 16 and continues
through Nov. 22. This week is dedicated to celebrating international
education and exchange worldwide. It is a collaborative project
between the U.S. Department of
State and the U.S. Department of
Education that utilizes programs
to prepare and attract students
from both America and abroad
to study, learn and exchange
experiences.
Xavier holds this week to highlight diversity among peers and to
broadcast the different cultures
around the Xavier campus. At the
end of the week, the fashion show
and potluck dinner are held as a
final get-together for the international community on Xavier’s
campus.
“The fashion show and dinner
is a great platform for communication between different cultures,
and it helps to promote diversity
and internationalism on Xavier’s
campus,” ISS president Zitian
Jiang said.
During this event, international
students in ISS will model fash-

Find our
stories online:

xaviernewswire.com

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

At last year’s fashion show, students (pictured from left to right) Emi Kojima, Maria Elena Juárez Jiménez, Mai Mui
and Adonis Hewari posed for a photo wearing various traditional outfits in order to celebrate diversity on campus.

ions from their home countries.
Students who have studied abroad
will also display the traditional
dress from countries in which they
have studied. Many of those who
attend will also bring traditional
homemade dishes from different
countries, and many clubs will
display different cultural themes
through traditional dances and
music. Those who do not bring
food have to pay a $5 dollar fee
to attend.
“The show is a great opportunity to discover the differences between the traditional outfits from
different countries, try authentic
dishes from different countries

- Paid Advertisement -

and to meet students from different countries on campus,” Jiang
said.
ISS is encouraging students to
sign up as models at the Center
for International Education to
represent different cultural backgrounds. Students are also encouraged to bring a dish, perform,
or simply attend the event.
“We are happily inviting everyone to come and enjoy the event
with us,” Jiang said.
For this year’s event, ISS has
ordered food from numerous local restaurants that have authentic international foods, contacted
guest performers and searched

Nov. 10, 7:35 p.m.
– Xavier Police assisted
Norwood Police with two
disorderly people during a
traffic stop at Dana Avenue
and Montgomery Road.

Choose your country and program:

peacecorps.gov/openings
It only takes an hour to apply!
1.855.855.1961 | chicago@peacecorps.gov

Xavier Newswire

@xaviernewswire

Police
Notes
Nov. 10, 3:50 p.m. – Two
non-students going through
trash cans on campus were
advised to leave campus and
were sent on their way.

Teach Lessons That Will Last a Lifetime

for models to present various
cultures.
There will also be a red carpet
theme this year, as well as new
forms of entertainment for the
event.
“You might discover one of
your classmates or professors who
might have some international
background at the fashion show.
There will also be several good
stories about studying abroad offered during the show,” Jiang said.
Other events occurring during
International Education Week and
Xavier Newswire
more information on the international fashion show is available on
Xavier’s website.

Find us on
social media:

Nov. 12, 12:24 a.m. – An
intoxicated, underage student attempting to access the
wrong room in Husman Hall
was cited for possession of a
fictitious ID.
Nov. 12, 7:54 p.m. –
Xavier Police investigated
a report of a non-student
on the academic mall who
possibly had a gun in his or
her pocket. An investigation
revealed that the object was
a flashlight and the non-student was on campus trying to

find a friend in Husman Hall.
Nov. 13, 12:24 a.m. –
Xavier Police assisted an elderly non-student motorist
with a disabled vehicle in the
Admissions Lot.
Nov. 13, 1:18 p.m. – A
student said that an unknown
person followed him or her
home in Norwood on Nov. 6.
Norwood Police was notified.
Nov. 14, 12:00 p.m. – A
contract employee reported
the theft of paint and other
supplies in the storage room
in the Commons.
Nov. 14, 8:55 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life
with uncooperative students
and a loud party complaint
in the Village Apartments.
Residence Life will follow up.
Nov. 15, 2:19 a.m. – Xavier
Police stopped a non-student

motorist suspected of a DUI
on Dana Avenue. Cincinnati
Police handled the incident.
Nov. 15, 5:30 p.m. – A student reported that he or she
was being harassed by another
student in the residence halls.
Residence Life will follow up.

Note of the

Week
Maybe it was just a
reenactment of
“The Notebook.”
Nov. 14, 2:11 a.m.
– A student lying in the
street on Cleneay Avenue
near University Station
was cited for underage
consumption.

Xavier Newswire
Edited by: Meredith Francis
francism@xavier.edu
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Students to run Nearly Naked Mile
BY MADDIE DAY

Staff Writer
Xavier students will be braving
the cold in the sixth annual Nearly
Naked Mile.
The event, which is hosted
by Xavier’s Center for Interfaith
Community Engagement (CICE),
will take place on Nov. 20.
Students were allowed to preregister for the event on Nov. 17
and 18 in Fenwick Place.
Formal registration for the
event will begin at 6 p.m. in front
of the Gallagher Student Center.
The entry fee is $15 per student,
which includes a t-shirt and participation in the run itself.
The race will begin at 7 p.m.,
and students are encouraged to
“strip down” for a good cause.
The race begins at Bellarmine
Circle. Runners race down the residential mall, touch a gate by the
intramural fields, come back to
pass Husman Hall and finish back
at Bellarmine Circle.
Prizes will be awarded to both
the best-dressed and fastest male
and female participants immediately following the race.
According to Rabbi Abie
Ingber, director of the CICE, the
purpose of the event goes beyond
having fun.
“It is great fun for a hundred
or so students to run the mile
course in the bitter cold, but the
purpose is life-and-death serious,”
Ingber said. “The funds from registration and T-shirt sales helps to
provide the medicines which our

- Paid Advertisement -

- Classifieds Houses Still Available

•Houses remain on popular
Wayland and Ivanhoe Avenue
•Can accommodate group sizes from 4 up to 7 students.
•Please contact Matt 513-5879884 or matthew.dias@ge.com
with any questions or to schedule a showing.

University Station
location apartments
and houses available.

•Affordable rents.
•Please call 513-604-7152 and
visit www.xurents.com
Photo courtesy of facebook.com

A group of students stripped down and geared up to run last year’s Nearly Naked Mile, which was hosted by the CICE.

medical service trip takes down to
Guatemala. These life-giving medicines from a fundraising night at
Xavier make everyone who runs a
winner.”
Stephanie Renny, program assistant at the CICE, says that the
Nearly Naked Mile is helpful for
the village that students visit on
the Guatemala trip.
“Through this trip, the students have the unique opportunity of working side-by-side with
medical professionals to provide
healthcare to a village with few resources,” Renny said. “Our work

in this clinic has greatly contributed to development of health
education in this region around
Lake Atitlán. In fact, a young man
from our village is currently in
medical school. Additionally, the
clinic has developed a program to
train nurses from around the lake
to help bring healthcare to surrounding villages as well.”
The CICE works to create and
strengthen the sense of community among Xavier’s spiritually
diverse population. It works towards a student-centered initiative
that encourages Xavier students

to explore their own faith while
working to better understand other traditions.
The CICE also serves the surrounding community in terms
of social justice, shared religious teachings and leadership
development.
Its members work with various
ethnic and religious faith groups
to empower the interfaith student
community.
For more information on
the event or the CICE, contact
Stephanie Renny, the program assistant, at rennys@xavier.edu.

2 Bedroom
Apartments Available

•Across from Starbucks and
U- Station.
•Starting at $830/month (heat
and water included) if leased
before Thanksgiving break.
•Call 513-604-7152

For Rent

•May 2015. Off campus
SPIFFY apartments. Two up
to six bedrooms. Carports;
Dishwashers (and more.)
•Cincivegan@juno.com
for
information and photos.

- United States and World News -

News in Brief

ISIS kills American in act of ‘pure evil’

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS
Campus News Editor

Five killed in Jerusalem attacks

Two Palestinians attacked a synagogue in Jersusalem on Nov. 18.
The attackers used knives and axes to kill four rabbis that were
praying in the synagogue and to injure six others. Another woman died of injuries later that day. Three of the rabbis had dual
citizenship with the United States and the other with Britain.
These killings come as tensions have risen in Jerusalem following conflicts between Palestinians and Israelis in recent months.

Ferguson braces for potential unrest
Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon declared a state of emergency ahead
of the grand jury decision on the possible charges in the death
of Michael Brown. The grand jury will decide whether or not
to charge the police officer accused of shooting Brown. Several
federal agencies are warning that the decision could bring further violence to the town.

United States, China reach climate change agreement
President Barack Obama and Chinese President Xi Jinping
reached an agreement at the G-20 summit that will require the
United States and China, two countries with the largest carbon
footprint, to reduce carbon emissions by 2030. The agreement
calls for the United States to reduce carbon emissions by 25 to
28 percent by 2025. It also calls for China to begin its carbon
emission reduction by 2030.

Senate fails to pass Keystone XL pipeline bill
The Senate came up one vote short for the 60 required to pass
the Keystone XL pipeline bill on Nov. 18. Democratic Sen. Mary
Landreiu had fought persistently to pass the bill. The pipeline is
a key issue in her home state of Louisana where she will face
a run-off election against Republican challenger and Louisiana
congressman Bill Cassidy. The pipeline, which would carry oil
from Canada to the United States, has been a controversial issue
for its potential environmental and economic impact.

Photo courtesy of www.bbc.com

Peter Kassig, a 26-year-old aid worker and former Army Ranger, was killed by ISIS on Nov. 16 after being kidnapped in 2013.

BY RICHARD MEYER

Copy Editor
The Islamic State militant
group called ISIS released a video
on Nov. 16 showing the beheading of a dozen Syrian soldiers as
well as the beheading of 26-yearold American Peter Kassig, also
known by his Islamic convert
name Abdul-Rahman.
Kassig was an aid worker in
Lebanon and Syria and was captured in October 2013. He was
also a former U.S. Army Ranger.
The video is one of four in
a series that has been released
since August 2014. The prior
videos, which have been released
periodically, featured the beheadings of British natives David
Haines and Alan Henning as well

as Americans James Foley and
Steven J. Sotloff.
The nearly 16 minute-long propaganda video shows a history of
the Islamic State and ends with
Kassig’s beheading by a Jihadist
man, believed to be the executioner in the videos. The man has
been nicknamed “Jihadi John.”
In the videos prior to Kassig’s,
the men were beheaded on camera. Many who have watched the
video are attempting to analyze
why they changed the format.
“The most obvious difference
is in the beheading itself — the
previous videos all showed the
beheading on camera,” Daveed
Gartenstein-Ross, a senior fellow
at the Foundation for Defense of
Democracies and former director

of the Center for the Study of
Terrorist Radicalization said.
“I don’t think this was the
Islamic State’s choice. The likeliest
possibility is that something went
wrong when they were beheading
him.”
Analysts believe that the differences could have been that the
extremists did not have as much
time outside as they had to film
previous videos due to increased
aerial surveillance. Others believe
that Kassig would not cooperate
and would not allow them to stage
the killing as planned.
President Obama responded
to the video, calling Kassig’s death
“an act of pure evil by a terrorist
group that the world rightly associates with inhumanity.”
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Xavier dominant as season is underway
BY NICK MCGILL
Sports Editor

The Xavier men’s basketball
season tipped off on Nov. 14
against the Northern Arizona
University (NAU) Lumberjacks at
Cintas Center. In front of thousands of eager Musketeer fans,
Xavier trounced Lumberjacks
93-60.

On a night when fans got their
first look at the newly minted
Xavier roster, the Musketeers put
on a show, jumping ahead early
and never looking back.
Two new faces appeared in the
starting lineup as freshman forward Trevon Bluiett and junior
guard Remy Abell joined returning Muskies junior forward James

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Freshman forward Trevon Bluiett shined in his first two games, averaging 18 points.

Farr and seniors center Matt
Stainbrook and guard Dee Davis
on the court for tip off.
The Musketeers got off to a
hot start with Stainbrook scoring
the first seven points of the game,
including a rare 3-pointer. He finished the game with 18 points and
nine rebounds in only 19 minutes
of play.
From the start, there was excellent ball movement, which allowed every player to get touches
and culminated in an exciting alley-oop dunk by sophomore forward Jalen Reynolds.
At the second TV timeout with
11:48 left to play in the first half
Xavier had already jumped out to
a 23-7 lead.
The Lumberjacks were simply too small to match up against
the much bigger and stronger
Musketeer team. Upon receiving
the ball in the post, Stainbrook
maneuvered easily against the
smaller and weaker Lumberjacks.
As freshmen entered the game,
fans observed with watchful eyes
to see how they would perform in
their debut.
Bluiett was impressive in all
facets of his game. He was able to
attack the rim, pull up for a jump
shot and distribute the ball with
ease.
Freshman guard J.P. Macura
was not hesitant to find the open
shot while fellow freshman forward Sean O’Mara found himself
in foul trouble in the first half.
The Musketeers seemed to
be dominant in nearly every aspect of the game. Not a single
Lumberjack was able to find
rhythm.
That is until the last six minutes

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Sophomore Myles Davis (above) drives to the basket against an NAU defender.

of the game when the Musketeer’s
defense began to relax.
NAU senior guard Quinton
Upshure went off scoring 18
of his 20 points in the last six
minutes.
Stainbrook acknowledged the
impressive overall play by the
team, but could not overlook the
laziness at the end of the game.
“We can’t give up that many
points at the end… we can’t beat
good teams if we can’t close out
games,” Stainbrook said.
This is the kind of leadership
head coach Chris Mack relies on
from his senior star who did not
think twice about his huge takeaway from the game.

On Nov. 18, the Musketeers
played against Long Beach State
University, winning with a final
score of 97-74.
The team turned in a solid effort with five players scoring in
double-digits led by Bluiett’s 20.
Xavier knocked down 16
3-pointers in an offensive rout
but showed signs of weakness on
defense.
At times Long Beach State
overcame with the Musketeer defense, finding players unguarded
and discovering clear lanes to the
basket.
Xavier plays against Stephen
F. Austin at 8 p.m. on Nov. 21 in
Cinats Center.

Women’s basketball takes care of business
BY ADAM PURVIS
Staff Writer

The women’s basketball team
opened its season with two home
games against non-conference opponents. The musketeers won 7551 on Nov. 5 against the Wofford
College Terriers and 89-52 against
the Arkansas-Pine Bluff Lions.
Xavier quickly made up for the
early 7-2 deficit by exploding on

a 15-2 run, leaving the score 17-9
with 13:02 left to play in the first
half. At the half, the Musketeers
lead 36-26 against Wofford.
Freshman guard Marquia
Turner had a nice collegiate debut, leading the team with 8 points
on 50 percent 3-point shooting
at the half. Senior transfer guard
Maleeka Kynard from the Ohio
State followed Turner with seven

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Freshman Guard Marquia Turner fights through Wofford defenders.

points and three steals in the first
half.
Less than five minutes into
the second half, Xavier powered
on with another 9-2 run against
Wofford. Kynard continued her
strong start with seven more
points, leading the women to a
14-1 run against the Terriers.
A dominant 31-point cushion and a strong defensive performance helped contribute
to Xavier’s success as the team
scored 19 points off 10 Wofford
turnovers.
Four players scored doubledigits in their debut. Kynard
led with 14 points while Turner
and redshirt sophomore guard
Raeshaun Gaffney added 12.
Junior Briana Glover bucketed 10 points and sophomore
Maddison Blackwell led the team
with six rebounds.The Musketeers
notched the win with 18 steals
against Wofford — the most in
a game since December of 2009
against Mississippi State.
On Nov. 17, the Musketeers
easily defeated Arkansas-Pine
Bluff. A balanced offensive attack
led to yet another high scoring
affair.

Five players
scored in double digits en
route to scoring 89 points
as a team.
Sophomore
forward Leah
Schaefer led
the way with
13 points.
As
a
team,
the
Musketeers
impressed
from the foul
line
collectively
making 31 out of
36 attempts,
ranking fifth
in school history for free
throws made
in a game.
Xavier
plays against
the University
of
Virginia
Cavaliers at 7
p.m. on Nov.
Newswire photo by Adam Spegele
20 back at
Senior
Maleeka
Kynard
led
the
team
in its opening games.
Cintas Center.
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Opinion: College football playoff excites
BY BRENT RAINES
Staff Writer

eight were serious contenders for
one of the four playoff spots (sorry Duke and Nebraska). Arizona
State was virtually eliminated in
an upset loss to Oregon State on
Nov. 15.
What was a great weekend for

the sport this year perhaps would
not have been the same last year;
Mississippi State and Florida State
would have a firm grip on the two
spots leading to the BCS National
Championship. Until one of them
would lose, every other game sim-

ply wouldn’t matter. Mississippi
State’s loss would have had a negligible effect on the championship picture. The Southeastern
Conference’s recent dominance
would have more than likely allowed Alabama to slide into its

The sports universe has been
introduced to the first college
football playoffs. Now well into
the season, college football has
proven this will not be disappointing in any way, shape or form.
No other major sport in
America has games with crucial
postseason implications like college football does. Even the best
NFL and college basketball teams
pick up two or three losses over
the course of the season. The
best MLB and NBA teams have
dozens.
Many playoff critics thought
that a playoff system would take
away that “one bad game can ruin
a season” element. Instead, it has
had the opposite effect and is
multiplying the number of teams
competing for the ultimate prize
— a national championship.
Before a wild week 12, which
had a number of match-ups between playoff hopefuls and major
upsets, there were 10 teams from
Photo courtesy of linemakers.sportingnews.com
the power conferences with one
Alabama quarterback Blake Sims leads the charge for the Crimson Tide that sits atop the latest playoff rankings.
loss or fewer. Of those teams,

Away matches begin
Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Junior Makayla Agin leads a point for Xavier.

BY ISABEL SMITH
Staff Writer

The Xavier women’s volleyball
team posted an impressive performance in its final road match
up of the season, defeating the
Butler Bulldogs three sets to one.
With the victory against their
Big East rivals, the Musketeers
helped head coach Mike Johnson
record his 100th career win.
Johnson joined the Xavier
family as the school’s ninth volleyball coach in June 2010.
He is only the second coach
in school history to reach this
milestone, following his predecessor, Floyd Deaton, who previously held the position for the 20
seasons.
Following a win the week before over the Georgetown Hoyas,
the Muskies took their momentum into the game against Butler.
The Bulldogs entered the
match with a Big East record (105) better than Xavier (9-6) by only
one game, adding to the pressure
for a knockout performance. The
Musketeers certainly delivered.
Butler was ahead in the openin

frame until Xavier went on a 5-0
run and took the lead it would
never relinquish.
Xavier created a 12-point
margin, which helped when
the Bulldogs went on a late 6-1
run in an attempt to overcome
Xavier’s offensive strength. The
Musketeers captured the initial set
25-16.
The Bulldogs proved their status as tough competition in the
second set.
They opened with offensive
force and took the score to 12-1.
Xavier put up a notable fight and
eventually got within 1 point at
24-23.
The Bulldogs shut down the
set with the kill, winning the frame
25-23.
Set three took the Musketeers
one step closer to victory. Xavier
opened with the lead, but Butler
quickly answered the points.
Back-and-forth play continued,
and at 24-23, the Muskies forced
Butler to make an error and they
took the set 25-23.
Both teams put up an impressive fight and there were a total of
12 ties in set four.
The last tie, at 17-17, was
snapped when the Muskies went
on a four-point run that led them
to clinch the set 25-21.
Xavier led its final road match
of the season in digs (93-73), kills
(63-38) and assists (61-34).
Freshman Jesse Earl was named
Big East “Freshman of the Week”
for the second time this year after
the match. Earl recorded a match
high of 24 digs and added seven
assists.
Xavier looks to carry the momentum from the integral Butler
win as it closes out its season
against St. John’s and Providence.

place. Excluding the Mississippi
State and Alabama game, the
much ballyhooed games of the
weekend wouldn’t have been
more than mildly intriguing games
with conference championship
implications.
The playoff changed that.
Now, there are seven contenders with one loss or fewer fighting for one of the four coveted
spots and the SEC’s best holding
tightly onto the two positions. A
four-team playoff has turned the
remaining schedules for the seven
into their own playoffs: one loss
means elimination.
Under the old system, there
could be fewer than five marquee
games with championship implications left on the season (including the championship itself), now
there are at least triple the amount.
The college football playoff has done what many fans
thought would be impossible
by providing more meaningful
games every week. This results in
the added benefit of giving us a
more authentic way to determine
a champion.

Leah Still continues fighting
BY RYAN O’TOOLE

Bengals presented a check of $1.3
million to Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital.
It’s been nearly six months
The money was raised from
since 4-year old Leah Still, the
the sales of Devon Still’s jerseys.
daughter of Cincinnati Bengals
Still is aware that a difficult
defensive tackle Devon Still, was
journey lies ahead but he also has
diagnosed with pediatric cancer.
faith that the worst of things is
She had her cancerous tubehind his family.
mor removed toward the end of
Leah has one more treatment
September, then quickly took on
of radiation and chemotherapy,
chemotherapy, continuing her
and then doctors will get to see
fight.
whether the cancer remains in her
Things haven’t been easy for
bones.
Leah, Devon and the rest of the
Following that, she has a stemfamily.
cell transplant scheduled at the
However, Still and his daughter
end of November.
have been looking for the silver
“We took her stem cells out
linings as much as possible.
when we got the diagnosis and
In a note written by Still to
froze them, so they'll put them
thank fans and supporters, he
back in,” Still said.
mentioned how his daughter has
“And
hopefully we go into
the holiday season
with news that she
is cancer-free.”
Thanks to the
support from all
across the nation,
Still is hopeful and
positive.
“Through
all
this, we really just
try to hold on to
our faith as much
as possible,” Still
said
I'm pretty sure
I'm not the first athlete who has gone
through something
like this, but it's the
first time I've seen
something blow up
to this magnitude.
We just felt that
everything that's
happened has hapPhoto courtesy of fame-magazine.com
pened for a reaLeah Still looks up at the crowd as she is carried off the field by her grandmother after pregame events.
son,” he said.
Staff Writer

been enjoying all the attention and
support.
“The first time Leah was on
TV, she called me to say she was a
superstar,” Still said.
“I think that's helping her keep
her positive energy. With the videos we make on Instagram, she
always asks me to read the comments that everybody writes. She's
soaking up the attention.”
Leah got to spend a day with
the Bengals cheerleaders, something she wanted to do for a long
time but just hadn’t had the energy for.
And more recently, she was
able to watch her dad play live for
the first time on Nov. 6 against the
Cleveland Browns.
After the first quarter, the
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Audiences snub great filmmaking

On Nov. 14, visionary filmmaker Christopher
Nolan released his most ambitious and groundbreaking film to date — “Interstellar.” The film —
inspired by the work of theoretical physicist Kip
Thorne — raised a lot of hype leading up to its release. People were excited: a cinematic experience
rivaling the greatness of Stanley Kubrick’s “2001: A
Space Odyssey” and the filmmaker responsible for
“The Dark Knight” trilogy pushing his limits, going above and beyond to provide the most thrilling
film experience in ages. Not to mention an elegantly
well-rounded cast (or the fact that space is always
awesome).
Every aspect of this film should make it the most
popular cinematic experience in ages. Why then,
my fellow humans, is “Interstellar” underperforming at the box office and being met with meticulous
critique?
For those who are unfamiliar with the film,
“Interstellar” is the story of NASA pilot-turnedfarmer-turned-wormhole pioneer Cooper (Matthew
McConaughey) who leads a last-ditch mission to find
a planet capable of sustaining life as the “blight”
plague slowly destroys what is left of Earth’s crops.
Leaving his family behind for the daunting mission
of saving humanity, Cooper and three accompanying
crew members travel through a recently discovered
wormhole next to Saturn, which takes them to another galaxy containing three planets that could potentially serve as a home for humanity.
In case this isn’t yet clear, I loved it. It’s a film that
not only delivered in terms of its scope and its epic
subject matter, but also touched on a great deal of
thought-provoking ideas. It wasn’t just a good film; it
was a film experience unlike anything else I’ve seen.
There was something about it that resonated well after its credits rolled. The more I thought about it, the
more I realized that this is what films are intended to
be. They’re supposed to be something you encourage everyone you know to see. They’re supposed to
resonate with you. They’re supposed to make you
wish they would never end.
I expected this film would be met with high praise
and acknowledged for the masterpiece it is. These
expectations were shattered after a quick examination of the film’s box office performance. Though
it was recognized and reviewed positively by several
critics, it was also met with a vast number of critiques, some even going so far as to shine a negative
light on the film. Specifics aside, the most common
critiques I noticed targeted the film’s plot holes, as
well as the “cerebral” nature of Nolan’s filmmaking.
Reading these and thinking back on the film, I
became disappointed. Not by the glass-shattering realization that this film won’t be met with the respect
I expected, nor by the reviews (as some were accurate — harsh and unnecessarily meticulous at times,
but mostly accurate). I’m disappointed that these re-

views, in their disregard of all of the phenomenal
aspects of this groundbreaking film, shine a light on
the modern film audience and what its expectations
have become.
The common themes I noticed in these reviews
reflect a sad truth regarding the state of our film
audience. People don’t care for the film as a whole
anymore, nor do they care for subtleties. Critics
didn’t care that “Interstellar” is the most ambitious
blockbuster of our generation. Instead of relaying to
the public what this film does to stand out and challenging other filmmakers to follow suit, they focused
on the nuts and bolts. They didn’t mention its mindbending manipulation of time. They didn’t acknowledge the strong emotional heart at its center. They
took the Mona Lisa and nitpicked it.
Drastic analogy, I realize, but it’s important to put
into context just how great this film is. Don’t get me
wrong — it has its flaws, but it isn’t just the experience that makes it so great. It’s the film’s innovation and originality. I understand Nolan’s grounded
approach to filmmaking attracts a lot of additional
critiques, but it hardly seems fair to condemn him for
working toward something greater.
Hollywood has gotten lazy, and we’re letting them.
We as audience members are submitting our ballots and funding their couch-sitting and potato chip
consumption. “Big Hero 6,” an animated superhero
film, outperformed “Interstellar” in the box office
its opening weekend, for crying out loud. I love my
superhero films, but it’s also nice to have some variety and innovation. We’re getting over 40 superhero
films in the next four years. I’m personally ecstatic
about this, but at the same time, this is happening
only because studios know they’ll sell. They trust in
their superhero franchises because we let them get
away with exploiting our predictability.
Is “Interstellar” too complex for our lethargic
film-viewing audience? Is it suffering from a lack of
explicit, straightforward storytelling? I think so. The
reception the film has received thus far is a cinematic
crime. We shouldn’t be talking about the specificities
of what we personally didn’t like about the film. We
should be talking about what it does to challenge the
medium of film: the ideas it provokes, the masterfully shot, beautiful journey on which it takes its audience. At the end of the day, I believe “Interstellar” is
one of the most
important films
of our generation, whether or
not we give it the
credit it deserves.
Grant Vance is
a junior English major from Louisville,
Ky.

Write to us:
The Xavier Newswire is committed to
publishing opposing viewpoints and opinions in hopes of fostering dialogue on
campus among students, faculty and staff.
The Newswire accepts Letters to the Editor
on a weekly basis. Comments can be submitted online during the week. Please contact
us if you have opinions and wish to write on
a regular basis or a sense of humor and like
to draw. Find us online at xaviernewswire.com.
Newswire cartoon by Digba “Digs” Coker

First Amendment to the United States’ Constitution

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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Streetcar Saga Why practice yoga?

One year ago, if you had
searched for the most recurring
word in Cincinnati political news,
the number one result, possibly
before “the” or “a,” would be
“streetcar.”
Perhaps this is an exaggeration, but it can’t be too far off
the mark; last year at this time,
local politics and the streetcar debate were interchangeable terms.
Despite the fact that ground was
broken and construction began
as far back as 2012, the project
nearly met its end after a slate
of anti-streetcar candidates were
elected last November. However,
after much debate and allocation
of private funding for construction, City Council voted to restart
the project in December 2013.
With that decision,
the streetcar project
began to fade into
the background of
the Cincinnati political landscape. Just
recently, however, City Council
found a new obstacle to throw
onto the tracks, and the streetcar’s
progress is threatened once again.
According to reports, the
streetcar is set to open in 2016
with a line from Over-The-Rhine
to the Banks. What has not been
set in stone is who will be in
charge of day-to-day streetcar
operations and how funds for
these operations will be allocated.
Southwest Ohio Regional Transit
Authority (SORTA), the organization responsible for overseeing
streetcar operations, is currently
in talks with the city regarding the
operational specifics, and there
has been a slight snag: councilwoman Yvette Simpson recently
proposed that the search for businesses to operate the streetcar
should be geographically limited
to the Cincinnati area.
Councilwoman Simpson’s argument is superficially compelling: the streetcar, a symbol of
Cincinnati’s economic promise,
should be used to create jobs and
generate profit for the Queen
City. This is undeniably an ideal
scenario. In reality, however, even
proposing this idea publicly risks
impeding the streetcar’s forward
mobility. Cincinnati, in its relative
inexperience with public transit
outside of our bus system, plays
host to hardly any companies with
the credentials and capability to
manage such a system. The search

for a viable option would likely
be prolonged and difficult, and,
even if SORTA were to find such
a company in Cincinnati, publicly
verbalizing the preference for local companies gives this hypothetical company the power to make
demands for failure bumpers and
the like from SORTA, and, by extension, the city of Cincinnati.
There has been no formal
movement in council to make this
a part of the negotiations, but the
fact that the councilwoman would
even suggest this is dangerous, as
it can encourage (and, according
to some rumors, has encouraged)
local unions to push for such a
stipulation, or else.
I did not initially support the
reanimation of the streetcar, but
we have come too
far to turn back now.
By proposing the
idea — or worse,
by making it official
that the operating
company of the streetcar must be
a local one — council risks losing
its year of progress in a quagmire
of bickering among themselves
and external influences.
Even if the arguments are settled, the probability that a company found using this method would
successfully run or even accept
the responsibility for the success
of the streetcar seems minimal.
This sort of talk should be quickly discounted, and a viable candidate for Cincinnati’s streetcar’s
day-to-day management must be
found post-haste to ensure that
this costly project does not go the
same way as our subway.

Project’s
progress
threatened

Griff Bludworth is a junior
Philosophy, Politics & the Public,
Honors Bachelor of Arts and theatre
triple major from West Chester, Ohio.

As college students, we often
find ourselves at a crossroads…of
a 20-lane intersection with no real
concept of which way will make
us happiest, benefit us most or
give us the best chance to achieve
our dreams. It’s stressful. We are
in a tug-of-war between “this is
the best time of your life, enjoy
it,” and “load up on extracurricular activities, internships and double majors or else unemployment
is in your future.”
So how do we combat the
stress? How can we escape the
ever-increasing deadlines and
commitments?
The answer is simple: we do
yoga. We set aside 90 minutes a
day to be in a 105-degree room.
We change our lives through a
26-position moving meditation.
I won’t lie — it’s intense, but we
are worth it. How can you worry
about your biology test when
you’re sweating off the stress and
surrendering to the healing powers of this unique form of fitness?
This type of yoga is not for the
faint of heart or the commitmentphobe. It’s for people who want to
strengthen their bodies and seek
peace of mind, people who are
not afraid to challenge themselves.
But the benefits are worth it.
This all may seem rather farfetched, but hot yoga has been
scientifically proven to heal both
body and mind. It realigns your
spine, dissolves back pains and
even can fix runner’s knee. The
first step is to stay in the room.
The initial room temperature the
practice requires is enough to send
many who hear about Bikram (hot
yoga) running.
“105 degrees?” they say, “Why
would I subject myself to that?”
Because after spending 90
minutes in the hot room, studies
show that yogis have better sleep,
increased energy, improved clarity of thought and reduced stress.
This specific form of yoga is a
three-for-one workout that gives
you a full cardio, strength training
and stretching class.
Here’s how it works: the extreme heat causes you to sweat.
When you sweat, your body cleans
the toxins out of your system,
brightens your skin and burns 500

to 1000 calories during one class.
When you force yourself to dedicate an hour and a half to your
own health and happiness, it gives
you a sense of self-worth. Seeing
the immediate result of that time
spent in the hot room gives you
a feeling of victory. These positive emotions carry over into life
outside the hot room and allow
you the privilege of not feeling
overwhelmed.
Not to mention the fact that
you’ll have an awesome body
to boot. Seriously, I started my
practice after finding out that
these gorgeous (and I mean
I-immediately-hated-them-level

“When you
force yourself to
dedicate an hour
and a half to your
own health and
happiness, it gives
you a sense of
self-worth.”
Sarris Balcerzak
gorgeous) women in my first
class were mothers. Middle-aged
mothers. With multiple children. I thought they were in their
twenties.
It’s a transparent practice. The
glow you get from sweating it out
in class really does come from
within. So give yourself a chance
to look and feel amazing. You deserve it. Just remember — stay
hydrated.
I talked to Bikram Yoga instructor and owner of the
Cincinnati Bikram Yoga Studio,
Chelsea Young for her insight on
the practice.
Why did you start Bikram?
I was looking for something
to help me with my running and
flexibility in general. I had never
been flexible but always was an
athlete growing up. I thought this
was going to be lots of stretching.
Boy, was I wrong. It is that and so
much more.
Why do you teach?
I became a teacher so that I
could bring Bikram to Cincinnati.
In order to open, you needed to
be a certified Bikram teacher. I
now realize that it was all in my
life’s plan, and I wouldn’t have it
any other way. It is the most rewarding ‘job’ (not really a job per

se) I have ever had. To help people
in the Bikram room work through
so many physical and mental challenges and to see everyone’s accomplishments is hands down
the most amazing feeling of
satisfaction.
What is the best thing about teaching Bikram?
Seeing all of the students’
improvements throughout their
practice, knowing how hard the
series is and how different it is
for everyone. And when the students walk out, you see that look
of accomplishment on their face.
Nothing else like it.
What is your favorite position and
why?
Each day, month, year my favorite postures become my least
favorite postures and then recycle
themselves all over again. Coming
into my sixth year of practice, I’m
slowly learning to take each posture as they come, and each day
they all feel different. The one that
never gets old is the Triangle — a
constant marriage between your
heart and your lungs, and breath
is so important throughout. After
you complete the Triangle, which
is at the middle of the series, you
feel like a warrior, proud and
strong, like you can take on the
world.
What is the number one health benefit that you notice in beginners?
The best part about Bikram
yoga is everyone comes into the
hot room for a different reason,
most of those reasons being physical. What most beginners quickly
learn is how mentally challenging
the Bikram Hatha yoga series is,
and they all come away with mental strength. I think that is the best
of all — mental strength and faith
in yourself, knowing you completed the series and worked the
entire body in 90 minutes.

Sarris Balcerzak is a junior English
major from Columbus, Ohio.

10
November 19, 2014

Arts&Entertainment

Xavier Newswire
Edited by: Alex Spindler
spindlera@xavier.edu

Owners renovate Woodward Theater “God of Carnage”
By Grant Vance

Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of cincinnati.com

Business partners Chris Schadler (left) and Dan McCabe (right) stand in front of the renovated Woodward Theater.

By Allison Wisyanski

Staff Writer
Woodward Theater, the OverThe-Rhine live music venue, officially reopened for business on
Nov. 7.
Owners
Dan
McCabe,
Christopher Schadler, Chris
Varias and Matt Barth, who also
own MOTR Pub across the street,
have renovated the 101-year-old
building and transformed it into a
beaux-arts style theater.
Located at 1404 Main St., the
theater will serve to entertain its
guests with new artists. Its original orchestra pit and overhanging balcony have been preserved,
so guests will still get a bird’s-eye
view of the band.
The Cincinnati Development
Fund (CDF) and the Hamilton
County Development Center
(HCDC) Business Lending funded the $1.25 million dollar project.
Both organizations have expressed their pride in helping
Woodward Music Theater open

The weekend of Nov. 1416 marked the three-day run of
Xavier Player’s darkly-comedic
performance of Yazmina Reza’s
“God of Carnage.”
The success of “God of
Carnage” was grounded in its simplicity and expert use of timing.
The high tension and humanistic
exposé were complimented by
the performer’s ability to deliver
sharp lines of dialogue, creating
characters despicably antagonizing in their individual respects.
The audience couldn’t help but
fall in love with hating them.
The show’s humor was its
heart, cushioning the impact of
the high tension often found in
the couples’ extended arguments.
Subtle in its nature, the humor not only worked as relief,
but moved the show along in an
engaging manner, provoking the
audience to listen closely for its
smart comedic integrity.
The themes discussed in “God
of Carnage” were particularly
engaging, accented nicely by the
style and tone in which they were
presented. Though the comedic
presence was strong, the show’s
themes were no laughing matter.
“God of Carnage” examined the
savage nature humanity is capable
of having. The true weight of the
play was felt in its closing moments, ending with high tension.
Despite the slow build, the
show found its energy and did
not let up. A clever use of props

kicked off the second act, and
it led to a momentum that rode
out until Ammar Khan’s Michael
Novak spouted his final, inherently reflective line, “What do we
know?”
Xavier Players impressed
with a skillful display of its potential. Senior Emily deKanter,
sophomore Ammar Khan, senior Elle McFarland and junior
Sterling Shaw played electrifyingly
well, highlighting their respective strengths in the portrayal of
these cringe-worthy characters.
Considering this is only the club’s
second full-length performance
after last year’s “And Then There
Were None,” Players has proved
it has a lot to offer in the field
of good theater and engaging
performances.

up to the public. “The Woodward
Theater complements the entertainment and arts district while
rescuing a rich piece of Cincinnati
history,” Jeanne Golliher, president of the CDF, said.
“We’re proud to be a part of
this specific project and look forward to seeing what kind of great
musical acts – and their fans –
come to this great, renewed OverThe-Rhine venue as a result,” she
said.
“It can be challenging for
growing small businesses to access the capital to expand particularly in redeveloping areas.
We are proud to partner on the
Woodward Theater and provide
the long-term, fixed rate financing needed to make this project
work,” David K. Main, president
of the HCDC, said.
The new partnership between Woodward Theater and its
nonprofit lenders will “put the
Woodward Theater back to work
as a catalyst for Main Street, the re-

gional gateway to Cincinnati’s historic Over-The-Rhine,” McCabe
said in a press release.
The venue fits approximately
600 people and the shows will last
from 7 p.m. to around 11 p.m.
Friday-Sunday. Headliners for free
shows at MOTR usually occur
around 10 p.m.
The MOTR ownership group
aims to represent Cincinnati’s live
music culture.
“The new venue will fill a niche
in the city’s music community as a
place for artists who’ve outgrown
neighborhood bars and are ready
to graduate to a larger room,”
McCabe said.
With the loans in place, the
theater successfully opened and
has already hosted a few shows,
with artists such as San Fermin,
Michael Paskalev and Johnny
Marr.
Their upcoming shows include
Fluffer on Nov. 21, The Tigerlilies
on Nov. 22 and Ohio Knife on
Nov. 26.

ously under the title “Then They
Came for Me.” The book gives a
detailed account of the Iranian
politics and Bahari’s family history
and story of imprisonment.
Stewart’s investment in the
project is partly personal, as
Bahari’s appearance on a segment
that aired on “The Daily Show”
was used as evidence against him
in the interrogation room. Bahari
also had a hand in the script-writing process and was frequently
on-scene for the filming.
García Bernal’s performance
is flawless in depicting the emotional ups and downs of Bahari’s
imprisonment.
He shows true emotional range
in brutal interrogation scenes as
Rosewater, played by Kim Bodnia,
violently beats him and uses cruel
psychological torture tactics. For
this reason, the film can be upsetting to watch.
García Bernal’s most moving
moments are seen in Bahari’s long
stretches in solitary confinement,
where Bahari imagines conversations with his father and sister
to give him strength in hope in a
seemingly hopeless situation.
Bodnia’s Rosewater is dark, intense and creepy, but his performance also gives the interrogator

depth. Rosewater
is clearly a sad,
overworked and
even
pathetic
government employee who uses
his brutality to
compensate for a
lacking intellect.
Stewart’s directorial choices
were brilliantly
done. The film
often
incorporates truly artistic elements to
Photo courtesy of washingtonpost.com
supplement the
Gael
García
Bernal
portrays
imprisoned
journalist
Maziar
Bahari
with
passion and maturity.
story. For example, because social media played and fear of torture loom over the litical message. For this reason,
such a large role in the Iranian film.
this film likely requires a little bit
protests, the trending hashtags
While the film is mostly dark of background knowledge of
that fomented the protests are im- in nature, Stewart does insert mo- Bahari’s story and the 2009 presiposed on the screen as the cam- ments of humor. For example, dential elections in Iran.
era zooms through Tehran and he includes a humorous scene
The film challenges everyone
up over the country to show how in which Bahari fabricates raun- to bear witness to injustice and be
rapidly the protests spread.
chy stories about his sex life to courageous enough to share the
The film also opens with im- mess with his sexually starved story.
ages of roses and the making interrogator. Humor, it seems,
However, the most prominent
of rosewater in a symbolic and often sustained Bahari during his message of this story is one of
haunting reminder of that sicken- imprisonment.
hope, family and bravery in the
ingly sweet smell.
The film is beautifully done. face of oppression.
Stewart also makes use of rap- Although the interrogation scenes
Newswire Rating:
id-fire cuts during the more vio- are at times difficult to watch,
lent interrogation scenes in a way Stewart, Bahari and García Bernal
that makes the constant threat tell an important story with a po-

Newswire Rating:
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Senior Elle McFarland in “God of Carnage”

“Rosewater” brilliantly entertains
By Meredith Francis

Campus News Editor

You can almost smell the
rosewater.
Late-night comedian Jon
Stewart recently made his directorial and writing debut in
“Rosewater,” the inspiring true
story of an Iranian-born Canadian
journalist named Maziar Bahari
who was imprisoned after covering the controversial 2009 Iranian
presidential elections and the violent protests that followed.
Stewart mostly leaves comedy behind when telling Bahari’s
story. For 118 days, Bahari, played
by Gael García Bernal, was imprisoned in Iran’s notorious Evin
prison on the accusation that he
was an American spy.
Bahari endured physical and
psychological torture as his
mother, pregnant wife and many
others campaigned for his release. Bahari’s father and older
sister were also imprisoned and
tortured in the 1950s and 1980s,
respectively, of being accused
communists.
The film gets its title from the
name of Bahari’s interrogator,
who often smelled of rosewater.
Bahari also wrote a book called
“Rosewater,” which was previ-

Xavier Newswire
Edited by: Alex Spindler
spindlera@xavier.edu

Arts&Entertainment

11
November 19, 2014

“Once” enraptures over and over again
By Jon Hogue

Guest Writer
Most love stories are typical:
guy meets girl, guy and girl fall in
love and then they both live happily ever after.
In a make-believe world love
always works out, but everyone
knows real life does not follow
this storyline. Love can sometimes
bring people together only to have
them realize they are better off
apart.
A person’s struggle can be
lonely, but also help create deep
bonds with people they never
knew were there to help. All of
these real life situations and more
are beautifully displayed in the
smash hit, “Once.”
“Once” is based on the 2007
hit film of the same name. Since
its Broadway debut in 2012,
“Once” has become a staple for
theater-goers and won numerous
awards, including the Tony Award
for Best Musical. Cincinnati theater-goers can treat thmselves this
month to see the show here in the
Queen City.
The story begins with the lead
characters — known simply as
“Guy” and “Girl”— meeting during an impromptu musical performance. Girl, with her bubbly de-

Photo courtesy of broadway.com

Start Ward (left) and Dani de Waal (right) portray the ambiguous Guy and Girl respectively in the musical “Once.”

audience members are introduced
to a series of quirky, yet incredibly
talented cast members: the karate
chopping bar owner, the zestful
and serious Czech mother and
the guitar-playing banker that add
substance to the plot. In the end,

Guy and Girl do fall in love, but
are unable to be with each other
because life’s circumstances do
not allow them to be together.
It is hard to pinpoint a standout number because every scene
had moments where the cast

“I honestly don’t know that
I had any real intention of really pursuing a career in theater,
Katie Geckle, a theology mabut I knew that I loved it. There
jor graduating in December, is
is something incredibly real and
exploring the world of theater in
beautiful about the theater, espean impressive and unique way: as
cially when teaching and working
McAuley High School’s theater diwith high school students, those
rector and teacher.
who have a hunger to learn, beAn alumna of the Cincinnati
come and share something with
high school, Geckle once again
each other. It is amazing watching
became involved in McAuley’s
them grow throughout a show, not
theater program last year when
only in their characters
the school was in need
but also in themselves.
of a director for its
“As cheesy as it may
spring musical and apsound, there is something
proached her for the
about the theater that
job after she had asmakes all people come
sisted in its fall play.
alive. And I have also
After she directed her
loved my time at Xavier
first solo show, “Rodger
that has allowed me to reand
Hammerstein’s
ally explore the art and to
Cinderella,” the school
learn all of its depths and
offered
Geckle
a
techniques,” Geckle said.
position.
“Each day I go to class,
Geckle
recently
I am amazed by all that I
finished working on
discover and how it helps
McAuley’s fall play,
me in what I can do with
John O’Brien’s “Break
my own students. In rea Leg!” and is working
cent months I have come
to grow the theater proPHoto courtesy of wikipedia.org to discover some incredgram at McAuley.
Geckle will direct “Beauty in the Beast” at McAuley this spring.
ibly connections between
Since she started
During the fall of her senior what I am studying in theology
there, McAuley rejoined the
Cappies of Greater Cincinnati, year, she was the student director and the work and study I do in
a program that promotes the of a production and decided to theatre. Maybe what I love most
growth of theater and writing reprise her role as student director about theater is that there are almost always new discoveries to be
education in high school students. for the spring show.
“There was something differ- made,” Geckle said.
In the spring, Geckle will direct
After graduating in January,
Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast” ent about directing that I loved
so much. It was then that I knew Geckle will be teaching the
at McAuley.
“While directing at an all-girls that I wanted to continue to study school’s drama, technical theater
school comes with its fair share of theater when I went to school,” and speech classes as well as directing different productions.
challenges, I love that I get to be Geckle said.

“I plan on continuing to be
open to the doors God seems to
be opening on my journey. I hope
to attend grad school in the near
future. I will continue teaching for
a little while, as long as the op-

meanor, is inspired by Guy’s lyrics
of unfulfilled love. Guy at first ignores her optimism because he is
hurt by his girlfriend’s move to the
United States and new relationship she has formed with another
man. As the storyline continues,

shone. From the popular duet
“Falling Slowly” to the flawless
group number “Gold,” the show’s
musicality flawlessly displayed the
talents of each actor to convey every emotion present in the songs.
For lovers of traditional musicals, the concept of “Once” is
different from most theatrical
productions.
The actors themselves are the
orchestra and use a small set space
for much of the performance. An
additional plus for the theater goer
is that before the show and during
intermission, audience members
can purchase beverages on the set
and listen to live music from the
actors while they relax.
While there may be some
getting used to parts of
“Once’s” format, you can still fall
in love with cast and how simply
their talent tells this raw love story.
If you have the opportunity to do so, go see
“Once.” The show will be in
Cincinnati from Nov. 11-26. Fall
in love with the story and be prepared for a performance you will
not forget.

Newswire Rating:

Xavier thespian spurs growth at alma mater
By Zenab Saeed
Staff Writer

back at my alma mater doing what
I love where it all started,” Geckle
said.
Theater has always been a part
of Geckle’s life. She participated
in small community shows when
she was growing up and joined
McAuley’s theater program when
she was a student there, participating in its plays and musicals and
developing her love for all things
theatre.

portunity presents itself, because I
have come to love it. In the future,
I hope to do some mission work
or further pursue theatre education or production management,”
Geckle said.

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

Senior Katie Geckle will return to McAuley’s theater program as a director.
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BY HOLLIS CONNERS
Features Editor

Holiday Weekend
Stuck in Cincinnati over
Thanksgiving Break?
Here are some fun, local events to keep you
occupied before the final stretch of school work
(even if most events are
Christmas-themed).

Fifty West
Brewing Company

Photo courtesy of Google Images

Special new beer releases and a party to celebrate the second birthday
of Fifty West take place Nov. 29. They also have a Southern Brewer’s
Brunch the following day, which is a three-course beer brunch hosted by
Fifty West, The Eagle OTR and Sweetwater Brewing Company.

Holidays in the Bag

Photo courtesy of Google Images

This Black Friday event allows shoppers to support local businesses in
Over-The-Rhine (OTR). Shoppers can get discounts off their purchases from
participating businesses and a “Holiday Bag.” The cost is $5 for participants,
and proceeds go to a nonprofit in OTR called “Future Leaders OTR,” which
encourages students in grades 7-12 to help their community through professional and personal development.

Macy’s Light
Up the Square

Photo courtesy of Google Images

With food, local music and ice skating, it would be difficult to be bored at
Fountain Square’s annual tree lighting event. The square gets a holiday makeover, and the night ends with a fireworks display. The festival begins at 6 p.m.
on Thanksgiving Day.

105th Thanksgiving
Day Race

Photo courtesy of Google Images

Participants can look forward to more than the typical run/walk through various neighborhoods of Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky. The race aims to
bring family and friends together before Thanksgiving dinner begins. The origins
can be traced back to 1908, making it one of the oldest races in the Midwest. The
race begins at 9 a.m. and costs $36 per person.

“A Christmas
Carol”

Photo courtesy of Google Images

One of Playhouse in the Park’s most popular shows each year opens special
shows on Nov. 26-29, and to the public on Nov. 29.

PNC Festival
of Lights

Photo courtesy of Google Images

The festival is held at the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden. Visitors can
enjoy over 2 million LED lights, a visit with Santa, watch the Wild Lights Show
on Swan Lake and see the Madcap Blacklight Puppet Show. It opens every
night from 5-9 p.m. Sundays through Thursdays on Nov. 23 and 5 - 10 p.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays.

Cincideutsch
Christkindlmarkt

Photo courtesy of Google Images

Held at Fountain Square, this German-style Christmas market began in
2012, though the actual tradition dates back centuries. Like last year, it will be
held during Macy’s Light Up the Square and continue for the rest of the weekend. Attendees can enjoy roasted almonds, various German cakes and desserts
and warm Glühwein.

